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they have not been entirely without their echo in Great
Britain itself.1
But man cannot live for himself alone. He is a corporate
being; and, personality or no personality, he has to fit
into a world of fellow-men with similar human claims.
The second charge against the German system is that it
ignores the value of human fellowship. It regards the
citizens of a country as " useful and organisable subjects "
rather than as fellow-members of a democracy, bound
together by all the various social ties of comradeship and
intercourse.
The Prussian system, with its elaborate control and
direction from above, dislikes the free play of human group-
ings, and discourages all spontaneous or unauthorised
associations. Schoolboy "societies," for instance, are in
Germany an evil to be deplored and extirpated, not, as with
us, a symptom of health and vigour, to be sympathetically
watched and encouraged. Instead, there is a direct in-
culcation of patriotism, a strenuous and methodical training
of each unit for his place in the great State machine. We
do not so read human nature. Our British tendency is to
develop habits of service and responsibility through a
devotion to smaller and more intimate associations, to build
1 The contrast which has heen drawn in the preceding pages, as
working-class readers in particular will understand, is between the
aims, not the achievements, of German and British education. The
German aims are far more perfectly achieved in practice than the
British. Neither the law nor the administration of British education
can be acquitted of " neglect for the claims of human personality.*5
The opening words of the English code, quoted on p. 359 above, are,
alas 1 not a statement of fact but an aspiration. We have hardly yet
begun in England to realise the possibilities of educational develop-
ment along the lines of the British ideal, both as regards young people
and adults. If we learn the lesson of the present crisis aright, the war,
so far from being a set-back to educational progress, should provide
a new stimulus for effort and development.